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CRICKETS  IN  THE  H0:'3 


Crickets  are  not  normslly  household  pests.    They  sometimes  enter 
hollies^  however,  and  c^use  damage  by  cheT/ing  holes  in  febrics. 

I^vo  species  are  most  commionly  troublesome — field  crickets  and 
house  crickets.    Field  crickets  develop  outdoors  and  feed  on  all 
sorts  of  vegetation.    They  enter  dwellings  late  in  the  summer  when 
vegetation  becomes  scarce  or  after  crops  are  harvested.  House 
crickets  are  most  troublesome  near  city  dumps  or  other  areas  being 
filled  in  ivith  refuse.    Large  rumbers  of  crickets  may  develoD  there 
and  swarra  to  houses  at  dusk  durint?  Julv  to  September.    In  Yfarm 
clim.ates  the  house  cricket  may  occur  in  homes  the  year  round. 

Control 


In  the  House — Closing  all  openings  and  tightening  screens, 
v;indows_,  and  doors  is  an  aid  in  preventing  crickets  from  entering  the 
home.    If  they  enter  in  spite  of  these  precautions,  ar>ply  an  insecti- 
cide around  baseboards,  in  closets,  and  in  cracks  or  other  places 
Ymc-re  crickets  may  hide.     Treat  in  the  basement^  too,  if  crickets 
occur  there.     Effective  insecticides  to  use  are  DDT  as  a  5-p<3i*cent 
spTsj  or  10-percent  oowder,  or  chlordane  as  a  2-percent  spray  or 
5-percent  powder.     In_  using:  these  insecticides  be  sur s  to  observe 
the  precautions  listed  on  the  label  of  the  container. 


Outdoors — -"iThen  crickets  are  numerous  outside  the  house,  they  can- 
be  controlled  v/ith  a  r)oison  bait  scattered  around  the  foundation,  in 
the  yard,  or  ov.-;r  dujno  areas.    Tne  application  should  be  made  late 
in  the  day.    D^amps  may  have  to  be  treated  heavily/"  several  times  a 
week  during  the  season  v/hen  crickets  are  abundant,    t  good  bait 
formula  contains  25  pounds  of  bran^  1  pound  of  sodiujn  fluoride  or 
sodium  fluosilicate,  2  quarts  of  molasses,  and  2  1/2  gallons  of  water. 
Care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  children,  pets,  or  domestic  animals 
from  eatin.^  th is  bait . 


Covering  dumps  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  mth  clean  earth  or  ashes  v/ill 
destroy  or  prevent  cricket  inf estati.ons . 
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